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I AM much afraid I ſhall not be a welcome V ifitor 

at your Dreſſing-Table, when I preſume to inter- 
rupt you in the progreſs of collecting and improving 
your Charms, by preſenting. you with the Sxbl of 
a Siſter, who was once as handſome as yourſelf *” but 


1 


— — ww. 1 ä 
—— — —— TS 72 2 — 


5 Jaleſpeare "ergy coar arſcly ſaid before, although you 


paint an inch thick, to this Favour you mnſt come 
at laſt. Though I cannot, Madam, be ranked with 
the Inipertinents who. rand your Levees, to offer in- 
en and Battery to your Charms, yet 1 ſhall not 
accuſe them of laviſhing untruthe, on the ſcore of 
your Beauty: for, all who ſay you are handſome: 
ſpeak but fair; *20d—whitle declare the ſame, I 
gently admoniſh you to reflect, that thoſe Beauties 
will ſoon decay, and the wearer of ſuch natural and 
improved Charms, muſt make as ghaſtly a ee the 
SKULL of the luckleſs Laura! She, Madam, like 
yourſelf, was, Vourig, gay, ſenſible, and E 
but met a Lover, falſe; as yours may be, to win her 
heart, feduce her mind, deflower her chaſtity, and 
ruin her reputation. Alas! beautiflil Lady; reſlobt 


on the loſs of Reputation the firſt, and richeſt jewel 
e. 8 | of 


of Aan treaſure: and yours, is ſo nicely and 
ſo critically ſituated, that it may be loſt the very mos 
ment you? are pauſing. to deliberate on its preſervation, 
Let me, fair Lady, pull you by the, fleeve again, to 
look on this breathleſs Sconce, which, was What you 
are, as certain as it is what, you, will be. Few are 
| the-hours of the reign of Beauty ; improve the time 
to the advantage of your Fame: take 3 ſhort 
Leſſon from the fatal Page of this unhappy Siſter's 
Hiſtory, that | you' mah five with honour to your Race, 
and die the favourite of Heaven, as well as the ad- 
miration of Man. 
S f er WM 

Muſt I, for this generous, this cautious Admonĩ- 
tion, incur the warmth of your G 2 Shall 
every F latterer in the chryſtal circle of your Charms 
be held in r and I, the real friend of your 


| preſent 


| 5M} 
preſent and future Happineſs, be caſhiered and diſ- 
charged, as a vulgar Intruder on the company of a 
-— fine Lady ?—If theſe are your ſentiments, I forgive 
them; ſtill hoping, while I hold the glaſs to your 
Follies for reflection, that you may, in one ſerious 


moment, if you ever have one, believe me, 


And Faithful Friend, 


May 19, 1783. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


THE melancholy Story which makes up the following Leaves, and 

couched under the fictitious names of LEoN and LAURA, is well | — 9 4 
known in Weſtminſter, where the unforrunate perſons lived: ſhe the ; ; J 

Daughter of a Tradeſman, and he the Son of a worthy Gentleman. 8 
After her Seduction, ſhe left her home: deſerted by the World, ſhe 5 1 
became poor and abandoned; and following the Camp, at a Review 8 1 
- in Hyde-Park, ſhe broke a Limb, and was carried to St. George's 
Hoſpital, where an amputatiqn was applied; but ſhe did not long ſur- 


vive the ſeverity of the operation. The Surgeon paffing through 
the Wards of the Hoſpital, ſaw a breathleſs Coiſe, and firuck wi h 
the ſymmetry and whiteneſs of the Teeth, he ordered the Head to be 
parted from the Body, and ſent to his houſe; where the SxuULL was 
ſhewn to the curious of the Profeſſion, as one of the firſt beau ies in 
Anatomy. Leox ſaw it, and ſtruck with admiration, enquired with 
uncommon zeal into the Hiſtory of the unfortunate Perſon; and to his 
poignant diſtreſs of mind, found himſelf the unhappy cauſe of the 


melancholy fate of an innocent and beautiful Maiden. 


* 


if ſome relenting eye, 
« Glance on the ſpot where Lavk 4's relicks lie, 
„ Devotion's ſelf ſhall ſteal a thought from Heaven; 
| „One tender tear ſhall drop, and be forgiven. : 
[ % And ſure, if Fate ſome future Bard ſhall join, 3 
In ſad ſimilitude of griefs to mine, en | 
«© Condemn'd whole years in abſence to deplore, 
© And image charms he muſt behold no more: 
© Such, if there be who loves ſo long, ſo well, 
« Let him this ſad, this piteous Story tell; a ; 
„The well-ſung woes may ſooth her penſive Ghoſt— 
He beſt can paint em, who can feel em moſt.” 
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mr ddt 10 wong 'OuL A bos 4 
e the giddy. Bheng hae trod A 
Of ſenſual Joy where reigni d the 8iflgy; Kon; 212d V7 
Shall I his wanton charms refit, and Ne e 


F rom them and Mirth, to MELANCHOLY' s Urn ? 


ET Rn on 


5 d ni elles 226 be wth AMO nat 
Nor. follow. Beauty on the, frolick top $i 40 wa - 
But give to ſorrow-ſuited Gamer wp Wage 25 ak 
And walk with her a PILGRIM of the Land? 


B 1 ſtrike 


— EEE 


Fs I Qrike the fail of Vanity and Joy, 
Defy the Arrows of the amirous Boy, * 
4 And make this ſober Recantation known, 
[| - « I'm, modeft MELANCHOLY, all thy own.” | 


Fi! 92 ; A [ C 
; : L * 
ce 


Some milder MusE than her who leg the Foe, 


Befriend the Þ or in & is Tale of Woe : | 
Lead ME: thro' groves of venerable yew, f 


Where Dub ids tady W. Back har Wäſdem drdw 431 C. 
Where the mild Tin of Huiaco x muy ſtrelm 10 
And the chat Stole Pitti n We chemsl 7 lin? 

U CYIOBSTATIM 03 ANIM bas mods mot 
* e Me" Knbicnts Leh dl Herfnin- ihe forth. 


zurpis. Cupiditas, . Ardor, Ano hakeſpcare calls him, i in his Love's 
Labour Loft, Regent 1008 Him imes, Let. r "Ford tuns)! Dteud 
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To You, ye Fai, this melting Tale is due, . _ 
The ſubject piteous, the misfortune new! , 
May ye have All] her DEAntys all her fame, 


"34; 


Bloom with her charms, and, 10 Miihe, hes. ſhame. 
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In that 1 Town where ere 115 to _ 
Where, * hath virtue, rr pony ” hath, gra 8 3, 210 WW. 
** hath loyalty, tho fore years fine, e 


Bs oy, 'd his fo * es with. a mare r. 00 
But trim'd in time to ſhew his blaze of parts, 


| And p ria gige pad N 438 * 5 han,good . r 
In that large City, where more Vice than Fame r 


7274 eien U 
Extends with  horrgur Þ DU name 


2 Toft 38 . II 10 


| - al .de 24 hh 
Where, kapres orie 57 h EY Salt 120 ?ws1 120 
makes h e Court z 

Where Six, hg d, ith. SATA ALAN KE her fit JB) 
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Where Jews; the Lagrants of the World, e, 
And baniſh'd Jecvirs breathe a freet Alr; N 


Where baſe Attornies riſe to power and place 
And file regenerate With a bluſtileſs face; q £1077 idol 
Where a 75 in ud of Luxury bears Fl 


2 | 
At once, the Peers, the Commons, and the Crown, 


Where the worſt men are choſen from the hemp" 


To guide our Councils, and dauert us wrong! 


14 — ce” 
[3 I33 


f | | Where TrvoTH 7 and Hox6un n meet the Stateſman 8 o, es, 
. 4 . And Villains beat all qe, wk as own =" © 
| Within this burniſh a grave of Sin and Death, 


"OS. a 
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a | 
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The lovely Luna drew her roſeate breath. 


Of wealthy Sires, nor high deſcent ſhe ſings, 
Nor draws her lineage down from "Gods or Kings; | 


Bleſt in herſelf "Gown'd with faperior glace, 
She ſeeks no Parents for ſo fair a face: 
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Her manners artleſs, her affections pure, 

Her beauty peerleſs, and her birth obſeure. 
For painter's pencils were ſuch charms inſpir'd, 
By Grace enliven'd, and by Beauty fir'd ! 

So ſweet a ſmile, and ſuch a dimple ſleek, 


Ne'er curl'd on HELEN's mouth, or ſat on HERR s cheek 


Twas * in WESTMINSTER our LAURA dwelt. 
Where oft' the faithleſs LEON woo'd and knelt : 
Nor hard the taſk, with ſach unequal parts, 

One dreſs'd in innocence, one vers'd;in-arts— 
In all thoſe arts which lead to endleſs woe, 
When Man is tempted to be Beauty's foe. 


Such the Seducer, ſuch his power and fame, 
A very Student in the School of Shame! 
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By which falſe page the artleſs Maid he won, 


And triumph'd o'er the miſchief he had done. 
For the fell dart of Luſt is bearded fo 

With deadly poiſon, and fo fare the blow, 
That where it ſtrikes, it fixes in the breaſt, 
Exulting glories, and proclaims the peſt! 
Thus was our Lava, tempted and betray d, 


A flowret left, to wither in the ſhade : 


. 


— 
n ̃ ̃ NW 


— — . 
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For the falſe LON had enjoy'd the Fair, 

Nor to her future fortunes lent a care. 
I xe beauteous Maidens, would ye lend an ear 
In early hours of life, nor ſcorn the Seer 
Who tells from moral principles his tale— 
While deck'd with Virtue, Beauty will avall : 
It is the Maiden's armour, and defies 
The monſter Los r, which faſcinates your eyes. 


e 
So have I ſeen, in far Atlantick clime, 


The gaudy bird whiling away her time 
In notes of INNOCENCE and Weh too, 
Careleſs of danger, for no foe ſhe knew: 
When from the variegated, flow'ry brake, 


Waving in ſpeckled pride, creeps forth the ſnake : . 


Lur'd by her melody, and charm'd to ſee 
So fair a creature Minftrel of the Tree, 
He moves the leaves, the bird ſhe drops her ſong, 
And caſts her failing fight the' ground along ; 


Where his bright burniſh'd eyes meet mutual hers, - 


And fix'd they gaze, nor either creature ſtir: 
Giddy ſhe turns, her foot forſakes the foray, 0 
And faſcinated falls the ſerpent's prey! 


So cur fund Mother; fam Aule to “ 1 ih. 


* 


From Virtue ſwery'd, and fix d the human Hell 1 


And 


6 
And fore I ween, her hapleſs fate nor checks 


The mad career, that ruins half her ſex; 


Who baſely plunge thro' ev'ry foul degree, 


Though ruins damns both Ligonier and Lee. 


That angel purity, that luſtre new, 
Which with ſweet Laura's years and beauty grew; 
That virgin whitenefs which the Virtues boaſt, 
That forms the Cherub, and creates the Toaſt. 
A fairer child nor bleſs'd a rhothier's arins, 
No Hermit ſaw her but admir'd her charms! 
So Heaven, to ſuckle Kings did Lupa“ 1. 
Who, while they drew her milk, ſhe fill'd with love : 


* Acca Laurentia, or Lupa, ſuckled Romulus and Remus, when given 
up to periſh, | 


For 


Ni 


For one with ſo much grace and beauty bleſt, TY 


Could not have drain'd a mean or common breaſt. 
And ſhall theſe Virtues fade ? Shall one ret hand, 
Pluck this ſweet Roſe, the luſtre of the land 
And leave Misehung ages caufe to mourn, 

As long as Grief ſhall weep,” or Love mall burn? | 


- _ 


| gag 
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Thus, ſome rude hand will range the gay parterre, 


Where modeſt Hllies bluſh,” and ſun-flow'rs ſtare - 


Pas the tall vulgar plants, and gather thoſe 


The Gard'ner/tars'd; ' with 16ſs öf much repoſe: 
When he has pillag d all the flow'ry ground, | 


Hunt of © 211.7 '\mobgoid am ir a midfen zi ang Tt # 


And all ies-betuiteons ſweets together bound, 
% A2 challi ach 2253208 To erdbut beo vg 
The Coxcomb ſtares! and-wonders Why they fade; 
t ot hi nil HY aw 
And, flings their drooping- lune. c. ine ſhade... mn 


to slot nee enn obne bia: ionen vi 


So che pluck d Pate, and the; Maiden by Weet, ut 
Are but àdtmir'dz and caſt into the ſtreet £" 
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Need | 


<4 6) SW 
Need and diſeaſe at once attack: her charms, 
And the baſe-born have acces to her arms! 


g 


Lewd with the lewdeſt—worſt among the bad! 
Abandon' d, thou ohtleſs frantick and forlorn ! 


Stab'd by reflection, and with liquor mad, 


To Camp, by W Soldiers, ſhe is torn: 
And if in life, one miſcreant is more great 

T han an ——_— let the Soldier be't. 
Perfidious LEON ! what infernal guſt 

Could ſtir the rage of ſo much ſavage luſt — 


_ * There is nothing in this kingdom which wants ſo much curtailing, 
cleanſing, wiping, and aboliſhing, as the knaviſh Tribe of Attornies. 
They are the wens, the blood- ſuckers of Society; the miſle-toes of human 
vegetation, which feed on the ſap of man; the blots of the Law, and the 
diſhonour of human nature. The Legiſlature cannot exert itſelf ſo well, 
as by cleanfing their Augean Stable : the work would be Herculean, but 
religiouſly meritorious ! It is ſaid London gorges twenty thouſand of 
theſe Monſters, between Pall-Mall and London-Street! 


Hicce, occulis egomet vidi. Tx. ADBLPH. 


That 


0 83 
That thou could'ſt, ſober, cool, delib rate, prove, i 
At once, the zuin of che pareſt Love? 
Rob the chaſte Caſe where all the Virtues ſhin d, 


Where Vxxus gave a Form,” and Jovx a Mind! 
Leave her in tears, her fallen ſtate to moan, 
And weep, like NioBE, herſelf to ſtone. 


" RC] 


1 4 - DO 


"Twas on a 4 a brillant, gay 1 
When Peers, thro' duſt and ging'bread, roll from Kew, 
When City Ladies ſcorn hot tanning ſuns, 
To ſee their Monarch, and to hear his guns; 
When Soldiers, ſtiff as hedge-ſtakes, upright ſtand, TY 
And make us ſtare, how they obey command! 
Like game-cocks clip d, but not for war or fight, 
But juſt to move, and make a martial ſight ! | 


— —— 
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_—* 7 
Their ears with powder fill'd, as well as guns, wp 
And fierce to face all evils—but their Duns : | ; 
To pleaſe the little Princes of the | Court, 
And make for Peers and: Pickpockets fome ſport. ' / 
On ſuch a Day, ſeduc'd by luſt and whim, 
The giddy, hapleſs Laun broke hep limb-! 
In all the pangs, the agonies of pain, 
She to St. George's Hoſpital was teri 
Ari ainpiitation was at once applied; 1 wor! 
A fever followWd and the Wanton diedt 91 // 


89 % 
{ ae N 
* >» 4 1 — * , 


% 2 


© - » = 
CT 42 a 4 5 
"> 


{0M Abt: wretched ſtate; for fallen Beauty heren / 

Her bed, at onee her cradle and Her bier)? 
lac d in a miſerable Ward off Wort, . 
Where Sin and 'SiKiieR are no langer Foes; ;; 11 


. But 
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And dy from ev'ry cheek its 5 NT” vil no At 


Proud to deſtroy, and emulous to teer 


The wretch from life, in all the cloud of 1 8 
This was a victory DEATH. could neyer name, 
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But the Fiend tremhled both with joy and ſhame: © _ 
To him 'twas Fame! and E ExXR, ever true, 


Tied round his bony ſconce a wreath of * | 
Which he in triumph, like a Victor, e 


And on a label this ad Diſtich bore: : 


- 
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« Though once the, Toaſt of all the 1 RY 
« At laſt, to this, complexion, CHLOE comes! no bb lime. 


* 
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- Thoſe eyes now clos'd, which luſtre gave 


2 e 91h aww: he 5 2 20} ite Rom 226 be 
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| Alas! tho” nch d che oer ur her 'yourk, - 


11 


The ſkilfal Surgeon, as his rounds he took, 


Caſt on her pale, dead Corſe, a 'mournfuf 160 look— - 


"Twas Prrr ſtop'd him! to devote a tear 
Upon the faireſt Siſter's timeleſs bier. 


He ſaw the whiteſt. Teeth adorn'd her month z 
He turn'd—he pity'd ſo much Beauty dead, 


But for the Teeth — ſever'd the lovely Headßfß 


In vain her brilliant Beauties ſurd and ſpoke, 5 

To ſpare their Miſtreſs this laſt tragick an 
$0 Frxbenen,“ brutal, inſolert, and mean, © 
Smil'd on the Axe that batcherdiSeorra's OuxEX!! 


3 | * 
* Dr. Fletcher, Dean of Peterborough, at the unhallowed and unjuſt Ex- 


ecution of Mary Queen of Scots, behaved with an inſolenee and u bruta- 
lity, that ſhocked her moſt inveterate foes, and even the vulgar ſpectators. 
When Mem of the Church pluuge int Politi6s, they too generally overa&t 
their parts: for, while he meant to inſult the dying Queen, he inſulted 
more the Religion he pretended to profeſs, and the wicked SOVEREIGN 
whom he meanly flattered. — STuarT's Life of Mary Qucen of Scots. 


The 


| The bbb ee eye 
That ſaw the Seer beſtow/ d the dead a ſigh! f T 


3 reſt, the, faithlefs en le 
For Lxox to che Sciences had claim 0 1 ene 5 
The SKULL he 824-087 and the Teeth admir 45 . 
Pictur d her living:channs and. them deftrd :; 
With rapture dwelt upon her tempting mouth, 


5 


And call'd on Heav'n, br e youth!. Th | 


4 JILL 


The TO Artiſt, thus, his work ſurvey 1 5 
And wiſh" d in life the Form his {kill. n 3 
Jove with attention heard. PISMALION'S”, 1 YOW.; 4 DA. 
Now ſhew'd his wrath on his high fronted-brow.. wid 
Could Gods, Creators of the Human Race, 


Behold the Spoiler of fu 8 rods? z9wo of 


* Roi de Chypre, ayant/Fait. une belle Statur, vn dovintartiouraig; 
Wi, au point de prier Venus de Vanimer, afin qu'il en put faire ſa femme. 
tint effect de fa priere. 
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Nor 


"> 


= 


6% 
Nor eb unh; 5 hen, Heaven itſelf deſign d 
The Maid, an Angel pattern to Mankind? 
* 9 

Still fix d, Aattefitiwe, LNON ſtood, and prais'd 20 A 
And grew the more impaſſion d ds he gazds; 1021 107 
Zealous he'draws the Story from the SKE 
While horrouf upon horroür ſtrikes the cri: 
At laſt, unable to ſupport the wound, ab SUISGEL 12) 
He prays, he raves he daſhes ön the ground“? 
Confeſſes all the un, hid puilt, the crime; ENT odT 
Reverts his thoughts to that unhallow'd tim, 1 bat 
And pious invocates thi e Gods, to par % 
The Man of Folly, ind the Weich of Care! 
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Ye Powers ware 5 fate of EY 21ofto 4. 
Who horten, or a his vital ſpan.3 enqurd) ob io ® 
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( 
Who give to Angels the poor Wretch in * 4+ Bi 
Raiſe his mean clay, or mix it with the duſt ; 50% 15 Pak 
Who help his reaſon, or - pervert his mind, 
Make him the Firſt, or meaneſt of Mankind! 
| Who fave Hin eee, 
On Folly's ſkaits, the Sant of ty Vice; 
Who Fornry him Truth and Virtue to adore, 
And, little leſs than Angel, td TW more! 
Who give him Confidence, and ſocial Love, 
And, above all, that Faith which Saints approve— | 
Snatch him from Earth, with lifted hands and eyes, 
And make the Man a glory to the ſkies: 
Hear the contrition of a ſuppliant Son, 
Tow mercy ſpare him, and your will be done ! 


Ye rural Maps, with artleſs manners bleſs'd, 
In Linen, Lavender, and Virtue dreſs'd, 
; 3.0 Attend 


. 


| . Attend with me this hapleſs F Aln-Oxx's ſhrine i 4 
* And if you re mov'd with one _ qd Line, 

1:4 2 

4 Sooth SR poor Ghoſt with an unfeigned tear, 


: And from her fall, O learn to guard your Ear, 
That F lattery's poiſon may not enter there, 

| And lead to ruin one as 2odd and fair ! 

a | | What heart's ſo hard, that won't ſome feeling ſhow. 

To LeoN's perjury, and Laura's woe ? 

Learn from her melancholy, fatal ad; 2 

To ſhun the F latterer, and approve the Friend: 


And if the Story which your Poe tells, 


Touches the painted breaſts of Modern Belles, 
1 * Well is he paid for all his time and care, 


. = | To fave from Ruin one unthinking Fats ! 
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